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Courts of record must keep records of proceedings that show the true state of the court's business. 


The records of a court of record must be kept in a manner that represents the true state of the court's business. ' The records should 
show all of the proceedings? or all those that are vital to the cause before the court.’ A requirement that all proceedings in a case 
be recorded applies to a hearing to determine the competency of a potential child witness“ and to conferences in chambers.’ On 


the other hand, proceedings not required to be enrolled need not be shown on the record unless required by court order.° 


Courts of record should record all matters judicially considered and determined by the order or judgment.’ One essential feature 
of a court of record is that a permanent record of the proceedings of the court must be made. A magistrate court’ or municipal 


court!” that is not a court of record is not required to keep permanent records. 


The rule that a court of record can act only through its orders made of record does not require, where the court has administrative 


and executive powers, with authority to appoint agents, that all the acts of the agents should appear of record. 1 


It is generally required by statute that the records or minutes of a court be signed by the judge!? or by the clerk.!? This 
requirement may be mandatory and essential to the validity of the record. 14 Under other statutes, the requirement for signing is 
considered merely directory. 15 The fact that the minutes were prepared by the clerk may be sufficient to make them the court's 


acts even if not signed by the judge. 1% 
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